Histological observation of large light cells that seem to be surviving hypertrophic chondrocytes in the rat mandibular condyle.
Large light cells (more than 20 microns dia), including some with mitotic figures, appeared to be surviving hypertrophic chondrocytes. Thus at least a few hypertrophic chondrocytes in the rat mandibular condyle may survive, be released into the primary spongiosa, and divide.